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      One of my brothers mentioned that he didn’t know how much money to put in 
the Offertory basket at mass. I recommended a donation of one hour out of his 
workweek. This is a good start for a Christian steward - toward the goal of 5% of 
weekly income to the local parish, and 5% to other charities - the biblical ideal. 
      I have served in eight parishes on Long Island, and most average about $10 per 
person in the collection basket. Sadly, not an hour’s pay in the work week. At St. 
Kilian the same applies. We have on average 2000 people coming to mass, and a 
donation of $10 per person or $20,000 per week. This amount does not keep up with 
ever increasing and uncontrollable parish expenses. 
      It is a challenge to our faith that Catholics give the least amount of money to 
their church of all the organized religions: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim. 
      Your giving to St. Kilian fuels the mission of our parish. Without it, we cannot 
hand on the faith to our young people, feed the hungry, clothe the naked give drink 
to the thirsty, and welcome the stranger in parish outreach, or be effective in any of 
the other 50 ministries of our parish community. For example, in religious education 
alone we have three part-time directors, one full-time secretary and a part-time 
secretary. They serve 1300 children coming from 800 parish families. The salaries 
and healthcare benefits and retirement pensions for our religious education staff, 
amounts to nearly $200,000.  Heating, electric, and maintenance of the building and 
gym add another $200,000. 
      Like everyone else on Long Island, parish expenses, like household expenses, 
increased more than 3% last year - as they do every year. How can we keep up with 
the demands of running this large parish with the same $10 per person? The answer 
– we can’t! We are currently running a low six figure deficit for this year. Total 
reserves are now $650,000. An increase in your giving is critically important.       
      The median age of churchgoers in our parish of 5400 families keeps increasing. 
It is currently at 60 years of age. Older parishioners are retiring to other parts of 
the country, or returning to God. We celebrate 200 funerals per year at St. Kilian. 
Younger parishioners, registered within the last 10 years, are generally not coming 
to mass or contributing in the offertory in spite of our warm welcome and 
invitation. Over 200 new parishioner families register at St. Kilian each year. We 
celebrate 200 baptisms per year. Next month we will confirm 180 8th graders. 
Bishop Barres will be the confirming Bishop. Please pray that they and their 
families continue to keep the Catholic faith alive through regular worship, ministry 
in the parish, and generous financial contributions. 
      The age of our buildings range from our school building (1963), our 
rectory/parish center (1985), our church (1997 - now 20 years old); to our newest 
Parish Social Ministry building (2010). All of these buildings need to be maintained, 
heated and air-conditioned, renovated, and modernized. This is not possible on $10 
average per week per churchgoer in the offertory!  
      At St. Kilian, over the past 60 years at least $200,000 per year in the budget 
needed to be dedicated to ongoing maintenance and modernization of parish 
facilities. As our buildings have aged we are facing millions of dollars in needed 
repairs and renovation. I reported this in my Stewardship Annual report last fall 



2016. Where will this money come from? Every parish is on its own. We receive 
nothing from the diocese or any other source. In fact along with all the other 
parishes on Long Island, about 25% of our offertory income leaves the parish to 
support the good works of our diocese - Catholic Charities, the Seminary, and 
Catholic schools especially.  
       Please consider your stewardship of treasure. As I advised my brother, how about 
donating one hour out of your workweek? If you’re retired and receiving Social 
Security and a pension, strive toward 5% of your retirement income to St. Kilian. 
Begin by donating $5 more per week in the collection this year. Then $10 more next 
year - until you reach the 5% ideal? Do you trust God enough to be this generous? 
      The decision to give - whether it is of our precious time, or our precious money, 
is really a matter of placing God first in our life. In other words, not giving God 
what is left over at the end of the week.  
      I know you will be thinking and praying during our Stewardship renewal of 
treasure about how good God has been to you. “What return will I make to the Lord 
for all that he has given me?” 
      If you are giving sacrificially, thank you! If not yet, this is the time. Seize the 
opportunity. Don’t wait any longer. Christ needs you. Give generously as the Lord has 
given to you! 
        
 
Peace, Father Bruce 
 
 


